Epidemiology, tumour biology and histopathological classification of neuroendocrine tumours of the gastrointestinal tract.
The diffuse neuroendocrine cell gives rise to a heterogeneous population of tumours which differ in their morphological and functional features. The term 'carcinoid', although well established in medical terminology, is therefore no longer adequate to cover the entire spectrum of neuroendocrine neoplasms. Here we use the term neuroendocrine tumours (NET), which was suggested in the WHO classification of 2000, and review the most important NET entities that are currently recognised in the gastrointestinal tract, highlighting their distinguishing features.